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fu us anf iſwered, My Aki is « 
, | not of this World | 


= UR Savioar: TOR Pilate had a 
Task of ſome Difficulty to man- 
age, not to deny himſelf to be 
What he was, the long- expected 
Meſſiah, and by that means diſ, 
appoint the Hopes of his Fol- 
| lowers, and make them fall off; and at the fame 
time to expreſs himſelf in ſuch a manner, as 
not to give Umbrage to the Roman Government. | 
His Followers were ready enough to proclaim 
him Ling; and his Enemies charged him home 
with Sedition and Treaſon, with perverting the 
Nation, and forbidding to give Tribute to Czar, 
and with declaring himſelf to be Chrift the King, 
Luke 23. 2. But tho' he often diſcqurs'd of 
the Kingdom of God, and the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, yet he never "epenly and diretly aſſerted 
himſelf to be King of that Kingdom, till the 
IR he was betrayed : z and Then too only to 


2 his 
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£ bis Piſciples ; : ak in the Abſence of Judas 


| d- 552 and” ſaid- unto him, i 
hf? Twas Here 

that our r winged before Pontius Pilate 
that good Confeſſion, I Tim. 6. 13. He owned 
himſelf a King; But declared the Kingdom 
which he came to exect, not to be like the King: 
doms of this World, ſubject to Ruin; not in- 
compatible with earth! 7 Kinzddins, or with the 
Intereſts and Polities of Princes; not to be 
verned by the Ways and Means "that __—_ 
Kingdoms are; nor. did it require a Condud 10 
Management in its Subjects like to what eſta⸗ 
bliſhes the Kingdoms of this World. Ay Ting. 


- dom, ſays he, 3s not of this World : F my King. 


dem were of this World,” then wol my Servants 
fight, that I ſpould nat le delivered to the Jews ; 
But now my Kingdom is not from hence. 0 

The peculiar Tendency of ſome Doctrines 


| hately advanced amongſt us, and by ſome too 


greedily imbibed, will -juſtify me in Endeavour: 
ing to ſhew, 


Fiſt, What ! is the Nature of Chrift' King: 


dom, 


Secondly, How it difers neceſſarily from 8 
King doms of this World. Ad 


| Thirdh, In anz 89 6 n woes of ha 
is ſaid. ; 


Firg, 


29 


Nieſt, I am to 
Chriſt's Kingdom. I do not deſign to concern m 
ſelf with our Savioul's: Kingdom in its 
Extent, as comptehending in · it all thing, whes 
ther viſible dr inviſible; Thtones and Domini- 
ons, Prineipalities aud FG, Angels and Archi- 
Angels being yr: $18 unto him: No, nor as 
com rehending Mankind, - be they Jeu, E 
Turks, or Tl, as well as bela, tho? 
They are his Subjects as all things were greatid 
by him and for him. Col. 1. 16. But. J fall 
here confidet Him only as he is Head ef ils 
Body, the Church, v. 18. as in Poſſeſſion 'of t 

rone of his "Father David ; as King of '& Kihg- 

om conferr'd-upon. him, às the Reward of His 
Obedience and Suſforinge; Philip. 2. 8, 9. 8 
there mas given him Dominion, and Glory, And 4 
Kingdom, that all Peapls, Nations and Languages 
forges zrve him. Dan. 7. 114. 5 

| 15 evident that our Saviour was born for bit 
End, that he ſhould propoſe to Mankind certain 
Terms and Conditions, upon their Acceptance gf 
and Compliance with which, Heaven was offered 
as their Reward. All chat would acknowled 
him for the Meſſiah, accept him as their Ki, 
and live under the Direction of his Laws, Theſe 
ſhould be made equal to the Angels, and: Children 
of God, being the Children of the Reſurrefion, 


All then who give in their — to Chriſt, 


and are Sincere and Honeſt in their Endeavours 
to find out his Will, and as ſincerely endeavour to 
practice it when known. Theſe are, i Kveaze? the 


Fayeb, the Lord's Frome and Subjedts, whether 
they 


uire into the Naure ot | 


' 
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they be. Jer or Gentile, Barbarian, ' Scythian, 


nns ane Body, and haue all 5 
cone Spirit. 1 Cor. 12. 13. The Subjects there: 


to ole him, is a Subject of Chriſt, is a Member 


His 1 1I F Deeds; So, That which is ſufficient to 
Quali 
qualify him for his Kingdom or Church on Earth. 


the Laws of the Goſpel. Iis a Kingdom which 
Matt. 13. 44. It may be in Subjects undiſcerned, 


(4) 


Bendl or Free, ſince by one ent Ae baptis'd 
10 een made to drink into 


fore of our Saviour's Kingdom, and his Church, 
being all One, and the Same, 'Tis plain, that as | 
eve an who believes in Chriſt, and reſolves 


of Chriſt's Body, and has the Promiſe of Chriſt 
(who is not a Man that he ſhould lie) to reward 


alify a Man for Heaven, muſt be enough to 


And this I think can he nothing elſe but a Sincere 
and Hore/t Faith in Him: a. Fixedneſs of Mind 
to know the Will of our Lord and King, and 

a Readineſs of Heart to obey it when known. 
Io the Queſtion therefore, What is the Nature, 
z. e. the Condition, End, and Deggn of Chriſt's 
Kingdom? the Anſwer is very plain. Tis a 
Kingdom erected here for the Salvation of all ſuch 
as have Faith in Chriſt, and live according to 


may be juſtly compared to Treaſure hid in a Field, 


and conſequently there can be no neceſſary De- 
pendance upon, or Relation to Others for the 
Security of Titles or Advantages accruing from 
it: No Man can deprive another of his Right to 
Them, nor is it in the Power of any One to 


give Them to him: *Tis a Kingdom erected 


within the Souls of Men; it cometh not, went 
PAL Utes With a Crea deal of Pomp, and Ceres 
1 N | mony, 


3 : 
ny, and outward (bew, but is ſtrictly 
por within us. Luke 177 3 Kl In- 
rernal and Spiritual, For God is a Spirit, and They 
| that worſbip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in 
Truth : John 4. 24. All the External Acts of 
Religion are but Forms of Godlineſs without its 
Powers, unleſs accompariied with inward Acts of 
the Mind; and can with no more Propriety be 
reckoned Worſbip, than the accidental Fall ef a 
Statue 1n the _— of an earthly Monarch, 
can be reputed Homage paid unto him. "The 
Will muſt be affected, or elſe Adoration may not 
be Devotion, but Superſtition, but the Sacrifice 
of Fools, abominated by God. In a word, Tis 
a Kingdom erected on purpoſe to deſtroy Him who 
bas the Power of Death, that is, the Devil. 
Heb. 2. 14. to root out Sin and Vice, and to 
implant in us the trueſt Principles of Geodnefs 
and all ſorts of Virtus 
But that which has embarraſs'd Mens Minds 
on this Subject is, the Ambiguity of the Word, 
Church, which ſometimes 1s uſed for the Sainte 
and faithful Brethren in Chriſt, in the Apoſtles 
Language; at other times for, Al that call them 
ſelves by the Name of Chrift, be they Good or 
Bad, Orthodox or Hereticks, Clergy or Laity: 
Not to take Notice of other Serfſes of it. In 
the Firſt Senſe, as it ſignifies, the Saints and 
faithful Brethren in Chrift, All that is abſolutely 
neceſſary to make a Man a Member of Chriſt is, 
Faith which works by Love. Gal. 5. 6. In the 
Second Senſe, is required an External Profeſſion 
of Faith, and of the Doctrines of Chriftanity, 


witlx 
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| with little or no:Confideration- of God Works, 


each other in their Religion, and 
plarineſs of their Conduct, and Decency of Be- 
. — — to win over others to a Love of Chriſh, 
and to ſave their Souls. This is the End and 
Deſign of their Prafeſſion, tho their Practices 
are diſagreeable; and lets us again into the true 
Nature of Chriſt's Kingdom, vis. A Kingdom 
erected only to root out Sin, implant Goodnels, 
and to ſave Souls. And bleſſed be the Conſtitu- 
tion of Chrilt's Kingdom, that all its Subjects are 


or Hell, is not in the Power of peeviſn humour- 


Becauſe therefore Internal Fiith doth, or ought 
to accompany the External Profession of it, hence 
the Latter has ſwallowed up 


Lat and appropriated to 
it ſelf the Name of Church: And all the glo- 
tious Things whick are ſpoken in Scripture cori: 


cerning the Church, are attributed to the viſible 


Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, which in reality be- 
long only to Thoſe, who live vp to the Terme 
which Chriſt has propoſed, and will in ,onle- 


quence be eternally Happy. 1 
Take therefore the Church of Chrift for the 


viſible Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and then his 


Kingdom is, A Society of Men joined together by 


the alone Laws of Chriſt, The End and Deſign 


of them is to promote Virtue and Goodneſs, to 
worſhip God publickly, to profeſs themſelves to 
all Mankind not aſharged of the Croſs of Chriſt, 
and to endeavour by theſe Means to confirm 
by the Exem- 


to ſtand or fl by their own Actions] that They 


camot be damn'd by other Mens Fauſts, more 


than ſaved by other Mens Virtues! that Heaven 


ſom 


(29% ES 
ſom Mortals to dif ſe as They pleaſe! that ts 5 
a ſmall matter to be judged of Mans fudgment: 
that to our Maſter we muſt ſtand or fall! that the 


Spiritual Princes, or whatever. other Lordly Names 
hey may allume to themſelves, Bleſſed be the 
Conſtitution of Chriſt's Kingdom that their Ana- 
thema's are but Wind, and that Chriſt knew 
what was in Man better than to truſt them with 
he Power of damning each other! I proceed 
Ito the 
Second Head, to ſhew that the Kingdom of 
Chriſt differs neceſſarily from the Kingdoms 
of this World. My Kingdom, ſays he, is not of 
this World, This will appear evident from the 
following Particulars. | 
Firſt, Tis the Will of God that a Coercive 
Power or Force ſhould be put into the Hands of 
the Civil Magiſtrate, to curb the Paſſions and 
Humours of Evit Men, to prevent or punith 
the Injuries they do, and to ſecure the Publick 
Good: and Force is ſo far neceſſary to theſe 
Ends, that Government could not ſubſiſt, nor 
could there be any Security of enjoying Peace 
or Property without it. But Force is abſolutely 
forbid in the Kingdom of Chriſt, To compel 
Men by. Force to come in to Chriſtianity, or to 
perſecute them when in, is a Doctrine ſo repug- 
nant to Scripture, to Reaſon, to common Senſe; 
'tis ſo plainly cancelling all the Boundaries of 
Virtue and Vice; *tis ſo contrary to the Spirit 
of Religion; and ſuch an Obſtruction to its 
Progreſs amongſt Infidels; in ſhort, *tis ſuch a 
Diſſervice to Truth it ſelf, that no wonder the 
B 00 


pretended Vicegerents of the eternal Melebiſadeck, 


1 1 
= God of Wiſdom order'd only Weapons of ou 
| Warfare that are not carnal, to bring into Cab. 
tivity every Thought to the Obedience of Chriſt, 

2 Cor. 10. 4, 5. If my Kingdom were of this 
World, fays our Saviour, then would my Servant: 
fight that I ſbould not be delivered to the Jews, 

* but now is my Kingdom not from hence. Had he 
deſigned that his Kingdom ſhould bear any Pro- 
portion or Likeneſs to the Kingdoms of the World, 

| le could inſtantly have commanded more thai 
twelve Legions of Angels to his Aſſiſtance; or 
il could Himſelf have confounded his Enemies 
1 with the Blaſt of the Breath of his Noſtrils, 
1 But Force in His Kingdom which was purely 5pi- 
ritual, had been as abſurd as the Lack of it in 
j _ Temporal ones. Force may make Men Hypo 
1 crites, by making them act againſt their Conſci- 
ences, and may bring them by Degrees to hate 
1 God, and all Religion. And *tis on This ac 
1 count that God appointed Teaching and 70 
| ſion, as the only Means to propagate His Cauſe 
in the World, becauſe Inſtruction only can reach 
: = the Underſtanding, and make us Worſhip him 
1 with a Reaſonable Service, He knew the ill 
Effects of Force in the hands of paſſionate Men 
for the Subverſion of Truth, and therefore ex. 
preſsly forbad his Servants to root up the Tares, 


1 ſown by an Enemy amongſt the Whear, left bib © 
| ye gather up the Tares, Je root up alſo the Wheat Ic 
If | with them. Matt. 13. 29. And indeed the h 

1 Reaſon of this Proceſs is ſo plain, that *tis but V 

barely, one would think, not impoſſible not to ? 


perceive it, The Kings of the Earth, who 
| ; cannot 


9 5 — —— — — — 
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cannot be Judges of the Minds of Men, fur- 
ther than what outward Acts diſcover, axe and 
muſt be armed with Power to ſecure the Publick 
Peace, and muſt be able to repel Force by Force, 
and puniſh thoſe who appear as Enemies to the 
Laws of Nature, or Civil Inſtitution. But the 
Kingdom of Chriſt being erected for the Sal- 
vation of Souls, whoſoever offends againſt the 
Laws of that Kingdom can be reſponſible only 
at That Tribunal; Nay, the Sincerity and Up- 
rightneſs of our Hearts being the All required 
of us by God, No one can have a Commiſſion 
to uſe Force upon or puniſh ſuch Offenders, 
but Thoſe who have the Gift of diſcerning of 
Spirits, and of ſearching of Hearts. 
A Second Difference is, That known Judges, 
veſted with Power to determine all Controverſies, 
are abſolutely neceſſary to the Peace, and Or- 
der, and Preſervation of States: But in the 
Kingdom of Chriſt no Men have an abſolute 
Power of determining Controverſies ; nor are 
ſuch neceſſary to the Peace of That Society, 
Had our Saviour defigned ſuch, we ſhould not 
have been left to our own uncertain Conjectures 
in whom this Authority 1s lodged. Popes have 
decreed contrary to Popes, and Councils con- 
trary to Councils, and Popes and Councils con- 
trary to each other, and every ſingle Perſon is 
allowed to be fallible : In whom then may we 
look for this Authority? Our Saviour indeed 
has inſtituted an Order of Men to preach his 
Word and adminiſter his Sacraments; to re- 
prove, rebuke and exhort with all Long-ſuffering 
T3 4 and 


the Foundation of Charity be diſcountenanced 


Advantages. O how beautiful are the Feet of, 
Them that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and bring 


3X 
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and Doctrine ; to be inſtant with Sinners in Sea. th 


ſon, out of Seaſon ;, to uſe all their good En- Ki 
- deavours, and all their Arts to procure and fur- is 


ther the Salvation of Souls. But to determine pr: 


the Difficulties which either ſtudious Men may Er 


raiſe, or fanciful Men imagine, as 'tis impoſſible un 
in ſome Caſes for want of ſufficient Reve- Re 


lation, ſo'tis always unneceſſary to the Ends of Ml hi 


Chriſt's Kingdom. Our Saviour has provided co 
ſufficiently for this purpoſe, by declaring the A 
Neceſſity of Charity; and the Apoſtles have pur-W ne 
ſued the Steps of their Maſter, by enjoining us m 
to keep the Unity of the Spirit, not by a ſame- tl 
neſs of Thought and Opinion, but in the Bond b 
of Peace. And indeed let the Duty of Love n 
be ſtrenuouſly inculcated, and all thoſe who o 
by Paſſion and Ill- nature endeavour to root up 


by Chriſtians, as the greateſt Violators of the 
Laws of our Lord and King, and the Beauty of 


Holineſs would quickly appear with infinite 


lad Tidings of good things! Rom. 10. 15. 
That tis neceflary to determine the Contro- 
verſies of Speculative Men, is a Notion which 
plainly owes it Origin to one or both of theſe 
Errors, Either that God bas appointed viſible 
Judges of Controverſies, Or that the Kingdom 
of Chriſt zuiſt be managed like the Kingdoms of 
the Earth, by final Deciſions and abſolute. Sub- 


miſſion, As if it were abſolutely neceſſary for 
Man to determine what Chriſt himſelf has 


thought 


Wo.” 1 
thought fit to leave undetermined, As if the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, notwithſtanding all Power 
is given bim in Heaven and Earth, and he has 
promiſed r be with his Church zo the Worlds 
End, could not ſubſiſt, or would not continue, 


unleſs Man authoritatively interpoſed, As if 
MW Religion was not ſufficiently revealed by Chriſt 


himſelf. Or in ſhort, as if Diſputes in Religion 
could not be made a proper Uſe of to the 
Advantage of Chriſtians. *Tis not the Buſineſs, 
nor ought it to be the Deſign of any Man, to 
make all Men agree in the ſame Notions, a 
thing impoſlible in it ſelf, unleſs by Miracle, 
but to take care that diſputable Opinions be not᷑ 
made neceſſary Truths, and the Commandments 
of Men made Doctrines of Chriſt. 
A Third Difference is, That the Laws of 
Chriſt are ſettled, fixt, and unalterable, fo that 
an Anathema is denounced àgainſt any Man, or 
even Angel, who ſhould preſume to preach any 
other Goſpel than what is already pans» 
Whereas the Laws of the Kingdoms of this 
World are all liable to change; they are made 
upon particular Ocxaſions, and are neceſſarily 
alter'd or repealed 4 pr Occaſions of them alter, 
When the Word was made Fleſh, and the My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs was manifeſted, he inſtructed 


his Diſciples in every thing which was neceſ- 


ſary to the Attainment of Everlaſting Life; 
and he gave us ſuch a Syffem of Laws, as are 
peculiar to neither Time, nor Place, nor Nation; 
nor has this Code any Marks or Intimations in 
it of a future Change until the Day of Judg- 

ment; 


„ 
ment; Nor is a- Change conceivable ; For by 
the Goſpel Man, is reconciled to God; a Cove- 
nant is eſtabliſhed upon Rewards and Penalties 
Eternal; the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit is en- 
gaged ; the utmoſt Happineſs of Soul and Body 
40 provided for; our Natures are exalted to the 
higheſt Pitch; and Virtue and Goodneſs and a 

reaſonable Service are fixt upon their proper 
" Baſis. No wonder then that Montanus of 
Old, and thoſe Saints of the Devil, the Domi. 
nicans and Franciſcans, (who ſome 450 Years 
ago preached up a Sæculum Spiritus Santi, full } 
_ of New Revelations, to which the Goſpel of 
Chriſt was to give way as to a more perfect 
State;) no wonder Theſe, and Borignon, and 
other Modern Enthuſiaſts have been condemned, 
as literally liable to St. Paul's Anathema, F any 
Man preach any other Goſpel unto you than that 
Je have received, let him be accurſed, Gal. 1. 9. 
A dreadful Sentence on ſuch as make other 
"Terms of Acceptance with God, than what he 
Has appointed ! What do they but alter the Laws 
of Chriſt's Kingdom, and preach another Goſpel, 
who ſettle Terms other than Chriſt has ſettled? 
Is not this making another Goſpel, as far as the 
Alterations introduced can make it 2 Is it not 
making New Articles of Faith > Is it not ſup- 
poling the Inſtitution of Chriſt faulty, when 
Men attempt to impoſe Terms of Salvation 
more clear and more perſpicuous > Nay, does 
it not carry the higheſt Reflection upon our 
bleſſed Lord himſelf, to think his Laws either 
Inſufficient to the End he deſigned, or Unin- 
Ss * telligible 
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LEE ww EY 
telligible by the Perſons he intended ſhotild pay” 
Obedience to them? Indeed *tis in effect deny- _ 
ing the Goodneſs and Graciouſneſs of Chriſt, his 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, his Authority and 
Right, for any Man to. preſume to give us 
other Terms of Salvation than what the Scrip- 


T BY tures have given us. And therefore no Man 
can pretend to Dominion over another's Faith: 
?- WW The Apoſtles themſelves would not aſſume ſuch 
5 Authority; but only laid claim to be ary? 


Foint-belpers of their Foy. 2 Cor. 1. 44. 
A Fourth Difference is, That in the Kingdoms | 
of this World, when one Governor dies, ano- 
d ther ſucceeds him, and by means of Succeſſors 
!, Things are kept up in perfect Order and Peace, 
lmperfections are removed, Inconveniences, are. 
1 redreſſed, and the common State of Affairs is 


kept tolerably ſecure and quiet. But, ſtrictly | 
r WF ſpeaking, Chriſt can- have no Succeſſor in the | 
eGovernment of the Church. Chriſt being raiſed | 
S Wl from the dead dieth no more, but having received 

, all Power in Heaven and in Earth, himſelf in | 
? MW Perſon prefides over the Church, and continues 

e with it to che End of the World. We are all | 
t united to Chriſt our Head, and cannot con- | 
8 ſiſtent with Chriſtian Liberty call any Man 1 
] Maſter here on Earch. He is our Prieſt, but | 
n after the Order of Melchiſedeck, i. e. our King | 
$ too: And as he lives for ever now 70 die no more, | 
r Rom. 6. 9. there can be no Occaſion for any 

r W »uceſor, ſtrictly ſpeaking, who may have Au- 

- thority to make New Laws, or change, repeal, 

e 


| 
| 
| 


relax the Old Ones. We are under the Influence 
N | of 


our King and Prieſt has neither Beginning of 
.Days nor End of Life, and has prayed his Father 


are his Servants; but cannot with any Juſtneſs 
of Speech be called his Succeſſors, unleſs they 


which Chriſt himſelf had. But we preach nor 
ſelves your Servants for Feſus ſake. 2 Cor. 4. 5. 


(14) 
of an Eternal Holy Spirit, who aids and aſſiſt; 
us in the Proſecution of our Duties. And ſince 


for, and has obtained and given us another Com- 
orter that he may abide with us for ever, even 
the Spirit of Truth, John 14. 16, 17. a Suc- 
ceſſor to Chriſt is highly abſurd. They who are 
ſent by Chriſt or his Apoſtles to inſtruct Man- 
kind in the Way to Heaven, are his * 


had equal Authority and Power to make Laws 


our-ſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord, and our- 


A Fifth Difference is, That Fire and Sword, 
and the Calamities of War may deſtroy and ex- 
tinguidh Temporal Kingdoms, or the Ambition 
of Men may diſſolve a Government from within . 
by altering the Conſtitution, or delivering it o- 
ver to a Foreign Power: But the Kingdom of MW - 
Chriſt 1s out of the Power of Wicked Men or 
Wickeder Devils to ſubvert. We find indeed Mc! 
that Men are uſually afraid for the Church of Hof 
Chriſt, when they fee the Powers of this World Why 
exerting themſelves with Sword and Perſecution ; Mw 
and begin to think Chriſt's Kingdom in danger, ME; 
when they ſec the Blood of Saints and Martyr's hi 
ſhed in abundance; But what Notions muſt Hou 
Men have of the Veracity of Chriſt, who has Nit 


| promiſed ſo expreſly, that the Gates of Hell ſhall I fr 
not prevail againſt his Church, Matt. 16. 18. {WO 


who 
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ſky yho think that All is loſt when Perſecutions W + {ade 


xriſc? Did ever the Truth of Chriſt prevail, 
to the Glory of God and the Confufion of 

wicked Men be it ſpoken) without the Blood 
pf thoſe who moſt ſincerely avowed it? Our 
Hiſtories from the Death of Chriſt, and of his 

\poſtles, down to the Reformation, are too full 
of Inſtances of this Nature, had God in his in- 
nite Wiſdom thought fit to propagate his Truth 
by other Methods. Whence then ariſes this 
Fear of Men more ſtrong and powerful than the 
Fear of God, unleſs from confounding Things 
in their Natures different, and from this falfe 
Conſequence, The Kingdoms of the Earth are 
deſtroyed by Fire and Sword, therefore the King- 
dom of Chriſt may be ſubverted by the ſame 
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1, Wncans. Therefore ſay ye not, A Confederacy, to 
-l whom this People ſhall ſay, A Confederacy ; 


either fear ye their fear, nor be afraid, but 
anfify the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, and let him 
be your Fear, and let him be your Dread. Iſai. f. 
12, 1 | 

r A Sith Difference is, That the Kingdom of 
d cyhriſt is very compatible with the Civil Intereſts 
it of Mankind, and is ſo contrived and eſtabliſhed - 
d by its All-wiſe Founder, that it can never claſh 
> {Mvith the State, as being purely Spiritual, The 
» M-nemies to Chriſt's Kingdom are the Devil and 
s his Works; the evil Inclinations and Paſſions of 
t our Minds; and Sin, and Death. The Rights 
S Wit eſtabliſhes and ſecures, are ſo fat different 
from Civil Rights, that every Man, Young or 
old, Rich or Poor, Beautifal or Deformed, 
d br Learned 
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Learned or Unlearned, Wiſe or Unwiſe, is juff 

I/ qualified, by Goodneſs, for them. There vip! 
no Difference of Perſons with Chriſt ; but ſuch: 
as 59 7 themſelves by a ready Obedience 
to his Will, are al! capable of Crowns ant 
Scepters, and capable of Infinite and Etern: 
Bliſs.. The Kings of this World are under 
Neceſſity of ſelecting particular Perſons for thi 
Adminiſtration of their Affairs; and Regard is 
had to Birth, and Quality, and Intereſt, ant 
Prudence, and uſually to the Circumſtances o 
Body, Shape and Addreſs ; becauſe each d 
theſe have their Uſes and Advantages in pro 
_ curing Reſpe& and Worſhip, and in influencin! 
the Publick. But Chriſt communicates the Ho 
nours of His Kingdom, not to ſelect Perſon 
out of Equals; but all who equal others 1 
Goodneſs, (which every one has in his Powe 
to do) are equal in Honours and Places ani 
Rewards. The Powers of our Saviour 
Kingdom are to he exerted for differe 
Ends, by different Ways, and are in them 
Jelves quite different from Civil Powers. | 
Puniſhments and Rewards are ſuch as belon 
to a future Life; they work upon our Mind 
by Faith and Hope, and influence our Practice 
- accordingly. No Man can hurt us in our Pr 
viledges, or make our Lord and King angry 0 
diſpleaſcd with us, or move him to reject ol 
Supplications; No one can make him deaf t 
our Prayers and Praiſes, or impoſe upon him f. 
or againſt us, or make the Judge of Hearts : 


lentleſs. He regards Sincerity and Honeſty abor 
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all the ſplendid Sacrifices and coſtly Preſents,” 


Pincerity and Honeſty 1 Virtues, the moſt At 5 
E 


Powers and Properties ſeem too much unknown 
Virtues, which particularly concern the Dif- 
iples of the Bleſſed Jeſus, as what will render 
them highly acceptable to their Lord and Ma- 
ſter! In a word; Virtues, which expiate all 
Errors of the Underſtanding ; and make. our 
Peace with God, and ought to do ſo with Man, 


for all our Failings. 


The Kingdom of Chriſt being thus evi: 
dently different from the Kingdoms of the 
World; the Queſtion 1s Natural, What Au- 
thority hath the Civil Magiſtrates in Sacred 
Things? And the Anſwer is as plain, His 
Power reaches to nothing Eſſential in Chri- 
ſtianity, to nothing relating to Religion any 
farther than as it concerns the State. And 
as he is intruſted with That Province, he 
muſt, and *tis his Duty to take care of an 
ſecure our Civil Intereſts True Chriſtt- 
anity cannot interfere with Worldly Polity, 
becauſe true Chriſtianity is nothing but the 
Peaceable Profeſſion of Faith, and the Pra- 
dice of Virtue, Tis the Dodrines of Men 
building upon the Foundation of Chriſt, Wood, 


Hay, Stubble, which involve the Church and the 
State: And thoſe who plead ſo zealouſly againſt 
ſuch Acts as are neceſſary for the publick Safety, 
plead not the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, (which is 
ſomething internal and ſpiritual, and therefore 
cannot claſh with the State ;) but the Cauſe of 

Sus C 2 Ambi- 


Sd Ambition, worldly Honours, and Revenues, 
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Greetings in the Markets, and being called Rabbi, 
Rabbi. But to be more particular, The Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel receive a Power from Chriſt 
to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt crucified, i. e, 
Faith in Him, and Repentance from Evil Works; 
They are to baptize and adminiſter the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper ; They are to confirm 
Chriſtians in their Faith; and They are to . U 
dain others to the ſame Offices as long as the 

World endures ; They are to reprove and rebuke, M.A 
to exbort and inſtruct; and thus far they can go, ME 
and no farther. Theſe are Powers which the ro 
Miniſters of Chriſt have derived and do derive Mo 
from him, and with the Exerciſe of theſe He Mo 
has promiſed to be to the World's End. The Wt! 
Civil Magiſtrate is not nor can be concerned in Me 
all this, becauſe, the Civil Intereſts of Men are It 
no way touched, and our Rule is expreſs and 
clear, Tis better to obey God than Man. When ! 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel tranſgreſs theſe i 
Bounds, they come then to Conſent, and Com- He 
pat, and the Ordinances of Men, which touch If 
the Civil Intereſts of Men ; they quit the Spi- 
ritual Kingdom of Chriſt, and are properly un- 
der the Juriſdiction of the Magiſtrate, whoſe 
Authority and Duty directs him to preſerve the 
State, by inflicting ſuch Penalties as Crimes a- 
gainſt the State may deſerve. He is obliged to 
| hinder and to prevent any Miſchiefs ariſing to 
the Publick, as he is intruſted with the Publick 
Peace : And conſequently, when Deprivations, 
Depolitions, Dethronizations (whatever Term 


* 
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8 uſed) become. neceſſary ; to aſſert that he may 
not lawfully make uſe of theſe Means, is to 


ini-MWcny him a Power, which is plainly given himby 
wit the Laws of Nature, and as plainly confirme 

i. e, to him by the Laws of Chriſt, namely, to de- 
rks; fend the State, and to ſecure and provide for 


he Happineſs of his Subjects. I proceed in the 


firm Third, and laſt Place to make ſome Proper 
67. Uſes of what has been ſaid. As 1 
the Fir/?, It follows from the Nature of Chriſt's 
the, Kingdom, that no one particular Form of the 


External Regimen of the Church is ſo Eſſential 
to Chriſtianity, but that it may ſubſiſt with- 
out it. Chriſtianity being the Acknowledgment 


of Chriſt as our Lord and King, and a Reſolu- 
he tion to live by the Laws which he has eſtabliſh- 
in Wed; Is it 20 ſolutely neceſſary to either of Theſe, 
are WW that there ſhould be any one particular Form of 
nd Government? The Salvation of Souls is the 
cn WF End and Deſign of Chriſtianity ; and Honeſty 
le in ſearching after the Will of Chriſt, and Sin- 


cerity in following it, is all that Chriſt has any 
ch where required of us. If then the Will of our 
pi- Lord be faithfully diſcovered to any one, Has 
n- MW Chriſt declared it Ineffectual or Invalid, if the 
'e WM Diſcovery be not made by ſuch or ſuch Hands? 
he Is not Truth the ſame Truth, and Obedience the 
a- W {ame Obedience in all alike > Our Saviour has 
to Over and Over as expreſsly as *tis poſſible, given 
to W us the Rule we are to follow in order to the At- 
ck tainment of Happineſs. Good as what ſball 
s, I do tbat I may inherit eternal Life, was a 
m Queſtion put to our Saviour himſelf, Mark 1c, 
19 - | | 17. 


= ( 39 
27. And the Jailor put the fame Queſtion: to 


Paul and Silas, Acts 16. 30. Sire, what muſt 1 


ds tobe ſaved? The Anſwer on each of theſe 
Occaſions was, Keep the Commandments, and ful. 
low me : And, Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
When tis proved 1mpoſliblethat Theſe Directions 
can be followed without an uninterrupted Sucs 
£2ffion, then twill be Time enough jto give in- 
to the Notion of ſuch or ſuch a particular 
Order and Government's being Eſſential to Chri- 
ſtianity. St. Paul has told us, That if we con. 
feſs. with our Mouths the Lord Jeſus, and believe 
in our Hearts, that God hath raiſed him from 
| The dead, we may be ſaved. Rom. 10. 9. And 
our Saviour has bid us, ſearch the Scriptures, 
John 5. 39. And St. Paul has aſſured us, that 
\ They are able to make us Wiſe unto Salvation, 
2 Tim. 3. 15. Why then doth any Man pre- 
ſume to make Salvation and the Favour of God 
depend upon any particular external Regimen? 
Or what more abſolute Neceſſity is there for any 
particular uninterrupted Succeſſion of Men to the 
ag of the Chriſtian Church, than there 
is of an unintęrrupted Succeſſion of Platoniſts to 
make a Man a true Diſciple of Plato? A 
Second Uſe I would make of what has been 
ſaid, is to ſhew how abſurd and monſtrous thoſe 

; Fenets are, which have of late infeſted us, I 
mean, the Vonjurors Schemes concerning Church 
Affairs. They have not, I think, more Au- 
thority from Scripture for their Proceedings, 
than the Donatiſts of Old had for confining 
the Church of Chriſt to Africa. Tell me where 

| - >. 
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to 35 E is 
1 2 ea where thou makeft thy Flock to ref; 
e ſub Meridie, Song of Solom. I. 7. is as good an 
ol. Argument, ridiculous as it is, in Proof of Their 


Opinions; as, I beſtech you Brethren by the Name 


ns i of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that there be no Schiſms 


. among ſt you, 1 Cor. 1. 10. is a Proof, that all 
n- ho ſeparated from the deprived Biſhops and 
ar joined with thoſe who were placed in their 

Rooms, are excluded from Salvation. Tis with 
n. the Nonjurors, juſt as the Hiſtorian ſays it was 
ve with Brutus and Caſſius, who pretended Ubi- 
n cunque ipſi eſſent, ibi eſſe Rempublicam. Where- 
id ever Theſe are, There is the Church: And 
„Brutus, every where call'd Cæſar, Tyrant, ita 
at MW enim appellari Cæſarem, facto ejus expediebat; 
n. Tas neceſſary to call the Revolution a Rebellion, 
e- to put a tolerable Face of Juſtice upon what 
d They had done. This Spirit of theirs is at firſt 
2? MW fight fo ſhocking, and has an Appearance ſo 
y & plainly unchriſtian, that tis Matter of ſurprize 
1e how Men get over the Violence they muſt offer 
re to their own Minds, to believe Themſelves in 
to the Right. Every Act that runs counter to 

their Schemes is immediately Heretical, and 
ni Schiſmatical, and Uncatholick. But if we 
ſe look to the Source of thoſe Mormo's, The He- 


IN 7:6 of Reſftance, the Hereſy of the Validity of 


h Lay-Deprivations, The Catholick, i. e. the Uni- 
1 verſal- Particular, Nonjuring Church, and ſuch 
8. like Noſtrums of theſe Men, *tis plain they are 
9 founded upon Theſe Suppoſitions: That the 
2 Regimen of the Church in ſuch or ſuch par- 
fucular Hands, is E/ential to its Being: That 


1 


the 
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tme Kingdom of Chriſt is changed, or in dan. 


That Faith and Repentance are not ſufficient 
for Salvation, without human Ab ſolutions and 


ſtian Clergy and People are not a confuſed \ 
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ger of Subverſion and Ruin, if ſome of His 
Miniſters are deprived: That the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel are not under the Magiſtrates Juriſ- 
dition or Power in Caſes of Civil Concern : 


Benedictious, from ſuch or ſuch particular Per- 
ſons: That the Kingdom of Chrift is fome- 
thing External and Temporal: And laſtly, that 
tis in the Power of Men to exchide one ano- 
ther from it. Glorious Principles Theſe to build 
Practices upon in Church Matters ! rightly 
calculated for the pretended Liberties of the 
Church, but with Them for the Deſtruction of 
the State! literally and ſtrictly to ſet up here 
alterius Orbis Papam ! But each of theſe Ground- 
works are ſo palpably erroneous, and. contrary 
to Scripture as well as common Senſe, that [ 
need inſiſt no longer upon them. 
A Third Uſe I wou'd make is, All Argu- 
ments drawn from the Nature of Other Societies 
to that of the Kingdom of Chriſt are uncon- 
cluſive. They are juſt as if one ſhould argue 
from the Fingers, Hands, and Feet of the 
Body, that therefore the Soul muſt have ſuch 
Members to make it feel, or move. The 


Church of Chriſt is a Society, i. e. The Chri- 


Multitude, but are under the Regulation of 
known Laws, and have a Ruler or Governor 
or common Head. So far 1s plain and clear, 
becauſe we all are to be guided as we value 

| | the 
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hie Salvation of our Souls, by tlie Laws! of 
Scripture promulg'd by dur Ning and Saviour 
Teſus Chtiſt. But when from the Churches 


e 


Therefore it naß make Laws, ot exerciſe" Fus 
iſcliction, or abſolutely determins--Controwerfies, 
Kc. Theſe, I ſay, are all of them faulty 
oncluſions. The Church ay / haue indeed 
theſe Powers; but not becauſe it is a: Society, 
but from the Powers gien or granted by tlie 
Laws eſtabliſned by Chriſt. It's being 4 So- 
ciety will only prove it to have Laut and a 


Notion of Society. But then all the Train oſ 
Conſequences whicki uſbally are drawn from this 
Principle ate evidently faulty, as ſuppoling the 
Kingdom of Chriſt to hear a Likeneſs aud 
Proportion to the Kingdoms of the World. 
The Laff Uſe Fil make of what has been 
{aid is, That as the World is egregiouſly di- 
vided concerning ſome Speculative Points ob- 
fcurely reveal'd, if at all, to us in Scripture, 
let us lay aſide the Ways and Means fo long in 
uin attempted to bring us to an Identity of 
" I Notions, and come in heartily to what is clear- 
h the Foundation of Chriſt's Kingdom, I 
mean the Scriptures join'd to Righteouſneſs 
and Peace, and Charity. *Tis in vain to at- 


any ·w d m e 


God, to bring Men zll to join in the very ſame 

Opinions, and ſubmit to the ſame Evidence of 

Truth. But to bring Men to a Goſpel-Unity, 

ss neither impoyible nor fruitleſs, With Chriſt 
D 


and 


being à Society, "+2" Conſequence is drawn, 


overnor; for that is all that is implied in the 


tempt, without the immediate Intetpoſition of 
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and with St. Paul, to be of Ons Mind, to bea 


the ſame thing, and to be .of the ſame ae. 


ment, is no more than to have the ' ſame Low, 
or being like: minded one towards another, which 


is certainly very conſiſtent with Diverſity » 


Opinions. Charity will cover @ Multitude 


Sins, muck more ought it to cover @ Multitudt 
of Errors, A peaceable Di ſpaſition of Mind i; 
2: much; truer. Note of the Church of Chriſt 
than an which the Romani/ts, or their Fol. 


lowers, have invented. This is made on al 


Hands a neceſſary Qualification for the King, 
dom of Chriſt: and as twas made our Savi 
our's laſt Legacy to Mankind, ſo there is no 
ſurer Mark of our being Chriſt's Diſciples, tba 
Loving Ons another.. 8 M2 


»., tend wto, Hin, a, fo 
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Preſervative 203inſt Popery, containing 
A the Profeſſion of the Romiſh Faith ac- 
cording to the Decree of the Council of Tren, 
ſet forth by Pope Pius the IVth, by which Pro- 
feſſion and Oath, it plainly appears, that ng 
Popiſh. King can Protect a Proteſtant Church. 
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